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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Purpose of the Report 
The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) is preparing a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)/Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the West 
Santa Ana Branch (WSAB) Transit Corridor Project (the Project). This report supports the 
Draft EIS/EIR by documenting the travel forecast methodology and results. Specifically, this 
report presents the travel forecasting methodology applied in the WSAB study corridor and 
the modeling inputs and assumptions. This report also documents the validation process and 
how the travel forecast model was implemented for the current WSAB Study. This report 
then defines the alternatives analyzed and presents the results of the travel forecast analysis 
for each alternative. 

1.2 Project Setting 
1.2.1 Purpose of the Project 

The WSAB Transit Corridor Project is a proposed light rail transit (LRT) line that would 
extend from four possible northern termini in southeast Los Angeles (LA) County to a 
southern terminus in the City of Artesia, traversing densely populated, low-income, and 
heavily transit-dependent communities ( Figure 1-1).  

The Project would provide reliable, fixed guideway transit service that would increase 
mobility and connectivity for historically underserved, transit-dependent, and environmental 
justice communities; reduce travel times on local and regional transportation networks; and 
accommodate substantial future employment and population growth.  

1.2.2 Study Area Definition 

The WSAB Study Area extends from Elysian Park in the north to the Los Angeles/Orange 
County line in the south. The Study Area is approximately 98 square miles and includes 20 
individual cities – Los Angeles, Vernon, Maywood, Huntington Park, Commerce, Bell, 
Cudahy, Bell Gardens, South Gate, Lynwood, Compton, Downey, Paramount, Bellflower, 
Long Beach, Lakewood, Norwalk, Artesia, Cerritos, and Hawaiian Gardens – as well as 
portions of unincorporated LA County. 
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Figure 1-1. West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 

 
 Source: WSP 2020 
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